On the Front Line
Anarchist Resistance and
Mutual Aid in Ukraine

I believe that this war is an important challenge for global anarchist
community – it is an exam to develop adequate and combative
political position towards the events. It also opens opportunities to get
mobilized and organized in the same manner that Kurdish revolution
has opened it recently. Of course to a lesser level – because in
Kurdistan the revolutionary sense of the conflict is much more obvious
for the outsider. However for our region this war is the moment of
truth, the major point of bifurcation. This conflict also gives a fuel for
the further libertarian analysis of global realities.
--- "Ilya," an anarchist fighter in Ukraine
from: Defensive War as an Act of Popular Resistance
Cover Photo: "Ilya," A member of the anarchist Territorial Defense Brigade
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One of the defining aspects of the current war in
Ukraine is the presence of fighting units with distinct
animating ideologies. Plenty of attention has been given
to the far-right units of both the Territorial Defense Forces
(TDF) and the Armed Forces of Ukraine, such as the
Azov Regiment and Right Sector. On the Russian side,
there has been a mix of ideologies present among its
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fighters, from neo-Bolshevik/authoritarian communist
to neo-Nazi. Nationalist factions exist on each side as
well, such as the Kastuś Kalinoŭski Regiment comprised
of Belarusian volunteers, and the Georgian National
Legion from their namesake country, organized in 2014
and still fighting today, both on the side of Ukraine. The
141st Special Motorized Regiment, or the Kadyrovtsy, a
Chechen paramilitary unit, has posted droves of content
on social media from their side of the invasion forces,
notably during the siege of Mariupol—which since the
outset of the war became an adversarial contest between
the Kadyrovtsy and the neo-Nazi Azov Regiment. (Azov
fighters posted video of themselves dipping rifle rounds
in pork lard as an insult to their Muslim enemies on
February 27th.)
Exclusive to the Ukrainian side of the war are fighting
anarchist formations and those of ideologically aligned
units. One of the most prominent anarchist organizations
involved in the war is the Resistance Committee (RC),
a coordinating body for anarchist, libertarian, and antifascist units within the TDF. Many of these smaller units
participating in the Resistance Committee are openly anarchist, such as RevDia and Black Flag Ukraine. Others
are less ideologically inclined and were organized under
different auspices prior to the war, such as the anti-fascist
football hooligan firm, Hoods Hoods Klan.
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The Resistance Committee and aﬀiliated fighting units
have had a consistent presence on social media since the
war began, posting videos and photos of their armed fighters in the field on exercise, on the range siting in Maxim
machine guns, at aid collection points, declaring their solidarity for jailed comrades in Belarus, patrolling their various areas of operations, and recently of some aﬀiliated
fighters at the front, who along with other members of
the TDF have been redeployed to defend the east of the
country. On May 20th, they published a four-page manifesto outlining who they are, their principles, the current
scope of their activities, their organizational aspirations
and greater aspirations for Ukrainian society, their view
on the war, and some key demands made of both the
Ukrainian government and the international community.
The very presence of anarchists within the TDF has
raised many questions among those outside of Ukraine.
Typical of these questions is to ask how anarchists fighting for Ukraine are organized, and what their approximate
force strength is at this time. Even more common are
questions of how anarchists could join any state’s military
without contradicting their own ideology; similar to this are
questions of how “anarchists could fight on the same side
as fascists and neo-Nazis”. Ignoring that this last question
is a major mischaracterization of the TDF’s force structure, we nonetheless hope to answer all of these ques4

launchers. And each time, this feels like a new birth, as
you realize that you risk not writing the next lines of your
article after another shelling.
Of course, according to the laws of the psyche, you
cannot live for months with these emotions only. As in any
fairy tale, the narrative within which we find ourselves is
dramatized with valleys and peaks of tension.
But let us remember our present feelings. Not all generations are privileged to be actors in a poignant play.

tions about the anarchists currently fighting in and defending Ukraine.
Despite the attention that anarchists of the TDF have
attracted in recent weeks, there is still much that the outside world does not know about them. Our interview with
a participating member of the Resistance Committee and
a TDF fighter of the aﬀiliated anti-authoritarian platoon,
“Ilya,” should answer many of these questions. Speaking
strictly on his own behalf, however, here is what Ilya had
to say:
Tom Lord: When was the Resistance Committee (RC)
established, and what led to the decision to organize antiauthoritarian forces fighting in Ukraine?
ILYA: First of all, Resistance Committee was planned
as the coordination of anarchists/libertarians willing to join
the armed resistance against imperialist aggression of
Putin’s regime. Now still the Committee as the coordination is more a project. But it has Instagram and Telegram
channel to express anarchist participation in fighting as
well as guerrilla activities in Russia and Belarus.
This plan was started being developed couple of
months before the war, and media accounts were set
just few weeks before it actually started. We made preparations for the case of war even though only few of us if
anybody was expecting it will really happen.
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The antiauthoritarian platoon of TDF is frequently confused with the Resistance Committee. They are not the
same even though some people from the platoon (including me) participate in RC initiative.
What was behind the decision to engage in military resistance to the invasion? From my point of view, the main
reasons are:

Which forms this transformation will take depends also
from us and our activity.
TL: Was there an original anarchist formation predating the Russian invasion at the core of the Committee?
When you finally came together, how were you able to formally integrate with the Territorial Defense Forces (TDF)?
What was that process like?
ILYA: There were no formation or even exact anarchist organization predating the appearance of RC. There

have been removed in February 24, 2022 – now only will
against will and weapons against weapons remain.
I have the privilege of knowing several fine people in
the Russian Federation. They are a ray of light in the
darkest realm of totalitarianism. They are now writing desperately from there, from the center of evil. They write
me messages and make anonymous blogs. Because any
voice against Putin and war in Russia became a punishable crime, and free speech in blogs too.
We, Ukrainians, and a few non-zombified Russians
who took to the streets are alive, vital.
We are the very roots of Polissya, the Wild Steppe,
and Slobozhanshchyna (historical regions of Ukraine,
well-known because of Cossacks, guerillas, Anarchists,
and rebel movements). We are sprouting through the
flames, through the asphalt and concrete.
We are the living versus the lifeless (non-living).
The zombified, intimidated, or indifferent population of
Russia is the embodiment of the dead.
I know of only a few people in the Russian Federation
who are still “living beings”, and not yet dead.
We are now at the center of the Hollywood narrative of
the war of good versus evil (and universal, inherent in all
fairy tales). Only intense emotions. Only hatred, outrage,
and anger. Only life on the edge as we hide in the dugout
from the firing of self-propelled artillery and Grads rocket
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1. Necessity and determination to be together with the
society of Ukraine in its fight against neo-totalitarian
aggression.
2. Understanding that any political community with
ambition to become significant social actor should
get organized and actively involved in the events.
War as well as the revolution is time of social
transformation.

about the legitimacy of the drafting, and two-faced stories in the Russian propaganda style of “not everything
is so unambiguous.” There is no more hypocritical “ATO”
instead of war.
(For foreign readers: a massive problem of recognizing
war by Ukrainian society was the oﬀicial naming of the
Russo-Ukrainian war. From 2014 to 2018, it was called
“ATO”. From April 30, 2018, until February 24, 2022, it
was called “Joint Forces Operation”. Ukrainian oﬀicials
seemed very hypocritical doing this naming, maybe for
some diplomatic and international law reasons. Anyway,
thousands of people died and were injured not because of
“total war” in Donetsk and Luhansk regions, but because
of some unclear phenomenon called “ATO”. This is why
feelings of mistrust of Ukrainian oﬀicials were widespread
in society – until the beginning of total war in 2022).
There are no more orders not to return fire to the
enemy (typical order for the Ukrainian army after the
first and second Minsk treaties in 2014-2022). There
is no surrender of Crimea to the Russian “little green
men” (March 2014) and Sloviansk to incomprehensible
“intruders” (April 2014). The enemy is no longer “hybrid”
and no longer “ih-tam-net” (a quote from Putin’s speech
in 2014, which means “there is no Russian army in
Ukraine”). There is no more pretending, this is all-out
war. No one is pretending it is anything else. The masks

were anarchist community, different groups and individuals willing to get organized under these emergency circumstances.
We had some personal connections within the structure of TDF which gave us opportunity “to land” there as
a platoon.
TL: About how many fighters are organized under the
RC?
ILYA: As we say above it makes sense to speak about
fighters of antiauthoritarian platoon which are around 50
people.
TL: Does the RC have a degree of autonomy within
the TDF?
ILYA: We have no specific conditions that would differ
us from any other subdivision of TDF. However we have
pretty free space how to organize our internal life and it is
organized in pretty democratic way even though in accordance to demands of having certain military hierarchy.
TL: From your perspective, should we know anything
about fighting anarchist formations in Ukraine that are not
organized under the Resistance Committee?
ILYA: Yes, of course. Apart from RC and antiauthoritarian platoon there are a lot of individual comrades and
small groups participating in TDF or regular army, including the people fighting on the frontline. Among organized
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groups we can mention comrades from Ecological Platform who are also integrated in TDF.
However one of the ideas which originally laid behind
RC was to set a platform for dialogue and coordination
between comrades in different places and subdivisions
of armed forces.
TL: What is the RC’s perspective on the war? What
is the Resistance Committee fighting for in this war, and
what do you hope to achieve?
ILYA: I think that the perspective which unites all the
people related to Resistance Committee is the vision of
current defensive war as an act of popular resistance
against purely imperialist intervention of Putin’s regime.
That’s why we participate in it and believe that defeat
of occupier forces will be definitely good both for local
society and potentially for all post-Soviet region.
I would love to see the invasion crashed by popular
resistance and at the same time anarchist movement to
come out of this story as much more organized, combative and experienced. Having much more political vision
and understanding how to achieve social transformations
we aspire for and also more resources for it.
TL: Do you see the anarchist fighters of the RC as
carrying on the tradition of the Makhnovshchina, or is
there very little relationship between today’s Ukrainian

of life, from IT specialists to sommeliers, plumbers, and
tractor drivers. Some of us are IT “teamleads” with $3k
salaries (an unbelievable amount for ordinary Ukraine
citizens), and some of us have nine years of education
and can’t code to earn such money. But what we all have
in common is living on the edge and doing what needs
to be done. We are not victims, but we are standing up
to this bully, Putin. We possess the place that we need
to, and we certainly have nowhere to retreat. It is not
Donbas around us, as unfamiliar as it was to us Kyiv
dwellers back in 2014, but… we look around us and
fight to protect the places where we worked, rested, and
loved.
There are “hardships of the life of a serviceman” mentioned in the Charter of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. In
the Soviet times, nobody understood for what ideological
reason servicemen had to face dangers in Afghanistan
and other countries. (The same feelings had US soldiers
in Vietnam – their war was aggressive and unfair). But in
the ongoing war, the dangers of war for Ukrainians turn
out to be not hardships but just a part of ordinary life.
I no longer wish to write satire about the people around
me in the style of Jaroslav Hašek, which I did when I observed the tragicomic situations at the brigade headquarters in Volnovakha city in 2015. There is no more tragicomedy, and there are no more understatements, doubts

8

37

could hardly believe my eyes when I read that the Russian Foreign Ministry’s invectives against the West were
written in 2021, and not at the height of the Cold War.
Even then, in April 2021, we experienced another chill
of suspicion when the “bunker grandfather” (a nickname
for Putin coined by Navalny) stationed troops around
Ukraine under the guise of exercises.
All together, both Lukashenko’s brutality and the violence of Putin, who went completely insane in quarantine, were forming a noose, tightening and ready to choke
Ukraine. But when Putin tried to kick the chair from underneath he didn’t account for the will of the Ukrainian people.
We are holding it in place and will not let Ukraine hang.
We are still holding on, keeping Ukraine from falling.
And when it comes to my personal development over
the past seven years, I gradually rose from infantilism to
an awareness of myself, my needs, and my level of responsibility to the future of Ukraine.
I am more prepared for the war of 2022 than my frightened self was in 2014-2015. Eight years ago, I was chasing away the idea that the unfolding war was about me.
Now it is absolutely clear that it’s about me. It is about
freedom, respect and democracy for me and for future
generations of Ukrainians.
My fellow service members in the army are also
similarly affected. We are all from entirely different walks

anarchists and those of the last century during Nestor
Makhno’s time?
ILYA: It is obvious that Makhnovist movement and
Nestor Makhno himself are the great inspirations for the
today’s anarchists in Ukraine, and particularly those who
decided to take up arms. Sure Makhnovshchina still is
the big symbol, point of reference and driving example
for us. You can see face of Bat’ko Makhno in the stripes
of some of our comrades.
It would be maybe too much to speak about any direct
relation: so different time and social context and no continuous historical tradition of the anarchist movement because of the repressions under Bolsheviks. However we
still study attentively organizational experience and social
message of this movement. The basic principles of it are
still actual. For many of us this movement plays a central
role in historical perspective for this region.
TL: Much has been said outside of Ukraine about the
fighting anarchist formation, RevDia. Are there any other
anarchist militias that comprise the Resistance Committee whom you would like our readers to know about? It
has been said that groups like RevDia were initially reluctant to join the Resistance Committee. Is this True?
Care to say any more on that, and how the dispute was
resolved, if it existed at all?
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ILYA: Antiauthoritarian platoon is combined with anarchists of different backgrounds, antifascists and football
hooligans. It is not a secret that relations between different constituents of this body were not always easy. However people decided to try to cast aside old quarrels for
the sake of answering common challenge. I would say
that we are still in process of working it out. It doesn’t go
without problems but there is still the will to stay organized
within the military frame.
TL: As an anarchist organization, the RC obviously rejects central/vertical leadership. So, how are decisions
made? Who “commands” the RC?
ILYA: As we say Resistance Committee as a coordination is still, let’s say, under construction. Now it is more the
space for dialogue between comrades + Media channels.
In antiauthoritarian platoon there is “normal” military
hierarchy with section commanders and platoon commander subordinate to a higher military oﬀicers. However
we have democratic culture of free mutual critique. We
also imposed system of elected deputy commanders of
the sections who are responsible to transmit critique of
fighters to the platoon command. We elected media committee to regulate our media-activities. For some time we
practiced teqmil, sessions of critique and self-critique,
which we took from experience of revolutionaries in Kur-

Ukraine, as Putin expected (maybe it was his “plan B” for
this war, in case he did not win immediately).
Certainly, the darkness around Ukraine and the world
was creeping in. The failed uprising against the Chinese
dictatorship in Hong Kong, 2019. Syria in ruins, with
Putin’s active assistance. Behind the ever-expanding
Iron Curtain, in Belarus, Luka (this is how Belarussian
opposition calls Lukashenko) suppressed an uprising
against himself. More precisely, the 2020 protests in
Belarus were similar to the Orange Revolution 2004, the
pacifist way of protest, which did not work against the
KGB, whose workers literally set prisoners on the bottles.
(This is a type of torture used in Post-Soviet prisons
when a prisoner is raped by a bottle or police baton etc.).
Orange revolution 2004 in Ukraine and Belorussian
failed revolution 2020 were totally pacifist and hippiestyle. This doesn’t work against dictatorship. Rebels
have to use violence against violence (unfortunately for
non-violent activists and philosophers).
Lukashenko’s victory over the opposition in 2020 led
directly to enslavement of Belarus by Putin’s dictatorship,
and, finally, to the 2022 war: Luka gave Belorussian territory for the free use of Russian invaders.
Exactly one year ago Putin suppressed the rather
timid protests in support of Navalny in a few cities of
Russia. Back then I worked as a news journalist, and I
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trict where the techno scene flourished, often compared
with places like Berghain in Berlin). Entirely new to politics, young men and women even fought against the farright and cops, who were scourging these clubs. (Police
tried to control drug traﬀicking in the Kyiv techno scene,
and far-right NGOs made self-promotion on “fight against
drug dealers”).
The Corona Crisis showed acutely how the middle
class really needs to be culturally filled. I mean, the middle class felt a lack of music, any type of entertainment,
etc. during lockdowns. So before the crisis of 2020, the
Ukrainian middle class was ready enough to pay for the
cultural needs, not only for the basic needs.
Taken together, it shows that Ukrainians during the “hybrid” Moscow invasion, unnoticed anywhere but Donbas,
were thinking not about survival, but about the attributes
of material prosperity, and cultural needs, too.
This comes strictly in contrast with Russian propaganda in 2014-2022, which claimed that Ukraine is a
country drowning in poverty, corruption, nationalists
lynching, suffering from “Nazi junta” etc. We were not “in
poverty”. Of course, a lot of Ukrainians couldn’t find jobs
in Ukraine and instead moved to the EU, especially Italy
and Poland.
But in general, the Russian “hybrid”, unoﬀicial invasion
since 2014 didn’t lead to starvation and economic fall in

distan. Now it is on pause cause our unit pass through
some period of waiting for new tasks and structuring.
TL: How have other units of the Territorial Defense
Forces reacted to the RC, ideologically, strategically, or
otherwise?
ILYA: There were no any specific reaction. Basically
we are still normal unit of TDF.
TL: How have Ukrainian civilians reacted to the Resistance Committee? How have you been received by noncombatants in your areas of operations?
ILYA: We are in close contact mostly with the civilian
structures of anarchist movement. It was really amazing
how from the very first day of war the network of solidarity started to emerge connecting groups of comrades in
different Ukrainian cities and in Europe. They have organized really significant line of logistics helping comrades
in military structures, families and participated in so many
different ways. Since the very first stages we stay in close
collaboration with these civilian libertarian structures.
Of course we also have informal and good relations
with the people in the places where we stationed. Mostly
people meet us with sympathy and support, at the moment I see no alienation at all, just very pleasant communication. Mutual aid is here as well. Locals help us a
lot with food, we helped a little bit with their agricultural
works.
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TL: Have any of your units seen combat yet? Care to
say anything about the fight from an anarchist perspective?
ILYA: As a unit [antiauthoritarian platoon] we haven’t
been engaged in direct fighting yet. However at the first
stages of war we were patrolling the area of suspected
presence of the enemy diversionary groups. Also unit
members assisted frontline units with the logistics and
intelligence with drones. They successfully detected
one of the enemy positions and then it was hit by the
artillery. And helped the evacuation of civilians from the
fighting zone. During these activities our fellow comrades
appeared under mortar fire.
TL: Have you had much success recruiting fellow
Ukrainians/Eastern Europeans? Have you had success
recruiting foreigners outside of Ukraine/Belarus/Russia?
ILYA: Majority of our platoon are comrades from
Ukraine. However there is also significant presence of
Russians and Belarusians as well as some comrades
from the West in the unit. It is really international one, but
mostly made of Eastern Europeans of course.
TL: There is tremendous fascination outside Ukraine
with anarchists “fighting on the same side as fascists” in
this war. Acknowledging that this is a major mischaracterization, what is the Resistance Committee’s position on
overtly fascist formations within the Territorial Defense

What of significance was happening to us?
First: of course, the COVID-19 panic of 2020, which
continues to this day (but has been all but forgotten about
it in Ukraine), when checkpoints appeared for a rather farfetched reason all over Ukraine, and barriers appeared
all over “united” Europe. Regarding my pragmatic worldview and looking back now, the scale and need for lockdowns that destroyed the global economy seem exaggerated. I’m not a COVID skeptic, I trust evidence-based
medicine and am vaccinated, having two doses of Pfizer.
But I believe that some governments worldwide abused
their position and took advantage of the virus to enforce
more control over their people. And the COVID shock factor was used to the advantage of governments that have
long been preparing for war, like Azerbaijan in 2020 and
the Russian Federation in 2022. Any excuse would do,
and some regimes saw COVID as good a cover story as
any.
Second: the relative rise of the Ukrainian economy in
2016-2020. The well-to-do “we”, the conditional middle
class, had enough money to support with their cash not
only the lower rungs of the Maslow pyramid but also the
music industry, up to festivals of thousands of audiences
like “Atlas Weekend”. There was even a movement of
“Burners” (Burning Man US festival fans) in Ukraine. And
my social circle in Kyiv visited nightclubs in Podil (a dis-
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Ukrainian leader, and Russian puppet Yanukovych. In
response to anti-protest laws in Ukraine (announced
on 16 January 2014 and enacted on 21 January 2014),
a standoff between protesters and police began on
19 January 2014 that was precipitated by a series of
riots in central Kyiv on Hrushevsky Street, outside Dynamo Stadium and adjacent to the ongoing Euromaidan
protests.)
One year after that, in February 2015, I became a
newly drafted soldier. It was not a voluntary decision, but
rather compulsory, because I remained the same scared
childish person as in 2014. But it was a necessary stage
in preparation for my volunteer act now, in 2022. Now I
see the bitter truth: nobody except us will defend us and
my values.
Russian invasion showed me that it isn’t ok to just sit
by passively and wish that the authoritarian dictatorship
and bully would act civilly. That bullies only understand
violence. And I didn’t ever want to feel helpless to defend
my freedom and my way of life again. Like I felt hopeless
in 2014 as an untrained civilian.
Seven years is a long enough time, both for the spiritual development of one person and for a radical change
in the world. Babies born in 2014 are already in the first
grade. People have amassed capital and started families.
States had time to start and end wars.

Forces and within the regular Armed Forces of Ukraine?
Have any of your fighters encountered Ukrainian fascists
since the invasion? Do antifascist comrades anticipate
clashes with Ukrainian fascists, who are also fighting
against the Russian military?
ILYA: I would start with simple thing that actual powerful fascism is presented in modern Ukraine first of all
by Putin’s occupiers and their imperialistic social project.
It should be the first target for any antifascist force. The
presence of far right in Ukrainian military is dramatically
over-exaggerated, mostly by Putinist propaganda. It
would be unfair, however, to deny presence and visibility
of right-wingers both in society and army. We believe that
the best way to confront this phenomenon today for us is
to develop our own structure – organized and strong.
TL: Wars often lead to vacuums of authority, the breakdown of society, etc., and thus have high potential for revolutionary movements. Do you see a high potential for
revolution in this war? If so, what would be the goals of
such a revolution?
ILYA: War can lead to social transformation both
in revolutionary or very reactionary trajectory. We
hope that Ukrainian society will show solidarity and
self-organization enough to democratize society more.
Obvious objectives are more control over social and
economical life on the grassroots level; to reduce to a
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minimum dependence from “international financial institutions”; to secure the rights of the workers; to broaden
social sphere and the space of responsibility for local
communities.
TL: Item #12 on your manifesto demands the ease of
access to arms after the war. Do you think the Ukrainian
government will try to disarm you after Ukrainian forces
demobilize?
ILYA: First of all it would be very recklessly to speculate about demobilization since the war looks very far
from an end. I wouldn’t like to go into suspicions about
the intentions of any political actors but we believe that
free access of the society to the means of self-defense
should be assured.
TL: From your perspective, what does the war in
Ukraine mean for the international anarchist movement
beyond the conflict zone?
ILYA: I believe that this war is an important challenge
for global anarchist community – it is an exam to develop
adequate and combative political position towards the
events. It also opens opportunities to get mobilized and
organized in the same manner that Kurdish revolution
has opened it recently. Of course to a lesser level –
because in Kurdistan the revolutionary sense of the
conflict is much more obvious for the outsider. However
for our region this war is the moment of truth, the major

of artillery shells… and tonight I will sleep in the same familiar position.
I would have a lot of helpful advice for myself eight
years ago, when I first encountered political violence. I
brought cobblestones to the rebels on Hrushevsky Street
on January 19, 2014. And one month later I watched the
news from Crimea unfolding in silent helplessness, feeling too weak and incapable to face the Russian invading
forces.
More precisely, I was a prisoner of learned helplessness – I thought that Ukraine had enough armed forces
to repel the Russian occupation of Crimea and then Donbas by force. But this was precisely the moment when
we, Ukrainians, needed to give up our hopes that “the
state would save us”. It turned out that the state and the
armed forces are ourselves, not some abstract structures
far away.
In 2014 I was not ready to face the cruel reality which
meant that a newborn Russian dictatorship wants to destroy everything that I love, all the values that I appreciate,
democracy, and freedom too.
(For the foreign reader, I am referring to the Hrushevskogo street riots which were part of the famous
Euromaidan or Revolution of Dignity protests in 20132014. For us, it was a fight for democracy against the
corrupted, pro-Russian, authoritarian regime of the
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(After the active battles of the previous summer, in
2014 the front line between Russians and Ukrainians
was established as a division line between Ukrainecontrolled territories and pro-Russian separatists areas
in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions of Ukraine. This
line appeared in April 2014, after Russian colonel GirkinStrelkov ignited the Russo-Ukrainian war in the city of
Slovyansk in the Donetsk region. Minsk treaties (first and
second their variants) declared the status quo. The line
(not an oﬀicial border, Kyiv and Moscow didn’t recognize
the newly “established” so-called “people’s republics of
Donetsk and Luhansk”) was “completed” in February
2015, after capturing of the Ukrainian city Debaltsevo by
the Russian regular army and pro-Russian separatists.
So from February 2015, until the full-scale Russian
invasion on February 24, 2022, the division line was relatively stable, except capturing of small Donbas villages
by Ukrainian forces and the battle in Avdiyivka in 2017).
There was a cold wind from the fields that day, and the
same wind is blowing today.
Back then, we filled our magazines with the proverbial
thirty rounds per “horn” (Soviet slang name for magazine),
and today I have one of my supporters in this unsustainable world besides me again, the AK-74 rifle. Back then, I
slept in a sleeping bag on a makeshift bed of empty boxes

point of bifurcation. This conflict also gives a fuel for the
further libertarian analysis of global realities.
TL: Thank you, very much, for your time.
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”this is not a war where
there is space for
ideological purity”
an interview with a member of the
Ukrainian Resistance Committee

Seven Years of Rising
From Infantilism
Oleh Andros
2022-04-14

Resistance Committee
2022-05

Sozialistische Zeitung (SoZ): Can you introduce
your group? How did it come into being? Who is
involved? What are its tasks?
Resistance Committee: Resistance Committee is
a network of anarchist and antifascist activists who
have joined the Territorial Defense forces and resist the
16

Let’s talk about seven years.
Today I “celebrate” not quite a “round” date (seven is
not a “round” number, ie. it is an odd number). In the beginning of March 2015, I set out on the months-long path
from being entirely a pacifist Kyiv civilian to becoming an
active “participant of the ATO (anti-terrorist operation).”
We, the drafted soldiers and oﬀicers, left our sheltered
and comfortable lives in the Kyiv region behind and traveled first by train, then by bus to the “division line” in the
Donetsk region.
29

up in a neighboring country—”and have never been
to the southeast. It’s true that there have been some
conflicts about language, and local far-right people have
exacerbated these conflicts needlessly and severely.
For this reason, in the ‘republics,’ we saw some people
waving Russian state flags to welcome the troops, even
though this ‘independence’ will mean the opposite, it will
mean being totally subservient to Putin. At the same
time, nearby across the trenches, on the other side of
the battle lines, we saw thousands of people waving
Ukraine’s national flags. We don’t like this, either, as
anarchists, but it does mean that people are ready to
fight—that they are ready to defend their independence
not only as a state but as a society.”
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Russian imperialist aggression with arms. About 50 of
them joined one unit to fight together; others joined the
units, which were near them. Many Belarusians who had
to flee from Lukashenko’s dictatorship joined as well.
The experiences of the fighters wary depending on the
place they joined the units – from simple patrol duties to
assistance in destroying Russian tanks and artillery positions. Operation Solidarity is a network of activists who
didn’t take arms but are working on providing equipment
for the antiauthoritarian activists in Territorial Defense
forces, such as bulletproof vests, medical kits and other
tactical equipment which the state is not able or is to slow
to provide. The initiative is also providing humanitarian
work in those places it can.
SoZ: On your website I can see that you participate
in the armed resistance. What does that mean? How
are you organized?
The Territorial Defense is organized similarly to regular military and act as light infantry, without any heavy
weapons. Generally, they stay in the city or village where
they were formed to defend it. There were numerous examples of various Territorial Defense successfully defending their cities from the regular Russian army on their own,
without any or with very little support from the Ukrainian
army. Also the Territorial Defense forces participated in
the numerous guerilla attacks on Russian convoys, most
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often in the Northern regions of Ukraine. In the places
where the Territorial Defense is fighting alongside with the
regular army, they are sometimes used to make hit-andrun attacks on Russian positions, in order to harass enemy lines and exhaust them. In other places, which were
the fighting didn’t took place, the Territorial Defense provides patrol duties, thus working as a deterrent for the
Russian army from trying to invade. In some sense, this
allows the regular forces to concentrate on tasks that are
more valuable.
SoZ: What is the relationship between your armed
actions and the Ukrainian army? Who is in command?
The Territorial Defense forces are under operational
control of the Ukrainian army and can be used as auxiliary units if the operational command decides so. They
are completely volunteer forces, however, they receive official salaries. Most of the on-place commanders are exarmy service members who retired but took arms again
after the full-scale invasion. Individuals who want it can
be transferred to the regular army on request if the army
agrees to their candidacy.
SoZ: Thousands of foreign volunteers have taken
up arms in Ukraine. What kind of people are they?
In Germany, the Oﬀice for the Protection of the Constitution is worried that groups of the extreme right will learn

show that anarchists are involved in this struggle, that
they have taken sides in it—not with the state, but with
the people who are impacted by the invasion, with the
society of the people who live in Ukraine.
“It is not an exaggeration to say that the whole population is confronting the invasion. Of course, some people
are fleeing, but any force that has any investment in the
political development of this place in the future has to be
on the side of the people here right now. We want to make
some inroads towards being connected with people here
on a larger scale, towards getting organized with them.
Our long-term task, our dream, is to become a visible political force within this society in order to secure a real
opportunity to promote a message of social liberation for
people.”
In response to the statement that the “whole population is confronting the invasion,” we inquired as to
whether that included the people in the “republics,” the
Luhansk People’s Republic [LPR] and Donetsk People’s
Republic [DPR]—the regions in eastern Ukraine that
have been occupied by Russian-armed and funded
separatist forces since 2014, which Putin just recognized
as “independent.”
“Honestly,” the spokesperson answered, “I have little
perspective about the people in the so-called republics;
I have only lived here for several years”—having grown
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In Kyiv, the atmosphere is tense, but there is no fighting in the city yet, only the aircraft attacks of the morning.
Thus far, anarchists have experienced no known casualties, but they are facing serious dangers. It is a hard
situation, but so far, the participants’ spirits are high.
The majority of the participants in this project were expecting the invasion to begin soon, generally speaking,
but they were not expecting it today, and were not entirely mentally prepared for it. In fact, they planned and
prepared for months, but now they are discovering everything that remained unfinished in their preparations. Still,
in the course of hasty meetings, they have pulled together
this coordination project.
The spokesperson described their immediate goal: it is
not to protect the Ukrainian state, but to protect Ukrainian
people and the form of Ukrainian society, which is still pluralistic, even though the Ukrainian state itself is neoliberal
and a nationstate with nationalism and all the other terrible things that come with that. “Our idea is that we have
to defend the spirit of this society against being smashed
by Putin’s regime, which threatens the entire existence of
the society.”
Panning back from that immediate goal, the spokesperson said that they hope to confront Russian military
aggression while promoting anarchist perspectives both
within Ukrainian society and throughout the world—to

the art of war there. The Ukrainian Foreign Legion oﬀicially consist of people who already have military experience, people who don’t have it can be transferred to some
auxiliary roles which don’t involve fighting. People who
came here are most often stating that they have come to
fight for democracy and to prevent Russian war crimes.
Obviously, there people from a large spectrum of political
background, either from left, right or center.
Of course, there is no guarantee that some people with
far-right views couldn’t find a way into but in general the
Foreign Legion is organized in a way that it is unlikely to
become a mass training ground for any mass organizations if they haven’t had such experience before.
Belarusian volunteers are very active. As I already
mentioned, some of them joined the Resistance Committee, however, people with lot libertarian but prodemocratic believes joined a special Belarusian unit
which is the size of a regiment now and are making plans
of going to Belarus and start a revolution there in order
to overthrow Belarusian dictator Alexander Lukashenko
after the war in Ukraine is over.
SoZ: Are you being attacked by extreme right-wing
groups?
There was an attack of members of the “Misanthropic
Division” organization on two antiauthoritarian activists
in Lviv. The activists went to a military shop to search
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for some bulletproof vests for their comrades and were
beaten by the “Misanthropic Division” members, one of
the activists had his finger broken. However, even other
right-wing organizations didn’t approve this attack, calling
it stupid.
SoZ: You call yourselves anti-authoritarian resistance. How do you manage to distance yourselves
from government policy – also with respect to the
time after the war?
Unfortunately, this is not a war where there is space for
ideological purity or any choices. Putin’s regime is an extremely authoritarian one, with no freedom of speech or
assembly, suppression and murder of political opponents,
fake criminal allegations against activists, including anarchists, prosecutions against LGBTQ+ community. When
the invasion started, I assumed that a lot of Ukrainian political activists, no matter if right, centrist or left – will be put
in jail by the puppet government which Putin would install,
and that the list would likely include me. After the massacre in Bucha it is clear that my assumption was too optimistic, all of political activists (or people who will be suspected of activism) would be straight up murdered. Moreover, the massacres would likely increase to a scale of
genocide, as Russian propagandists are already openly
speaking that all who are in Ukrainian military or help it
should be considered ‘Nazis’ and therefore purged. That

currently on the front; some are engaged in media work
about the conditions arising during this resistance, in
hopes of clarifying the situation in Ukraine to those who
have never been there and explaining to anarchists elsewhere why they believe that resisting Putin is connected
with liberation. The project will also be engaging in
some support projects in whatever remains of Ukrainian
civil society as the invasion proceeds—for example, in
Mariupol’, some participants brought material support to
the center hosting children orphaned by the war—and
will assist some comrades in escaping from the conflict
zone, though “dozens and dozens” of anarchists and
anti-fascists are participating in the resistance.
As of now, the participants are watching to see what
mutual aid projects will emerge in Kyiv out of efforts on
the part of the population as a whole, and which ones
they can participate in most effectively as anarchists.
The person we spoke with is currently located in Kyiv;
others have already departed to participate in territorial
defense in the regions surrounding Kyiv. In Kyiv, many
people are leaving the city, but there has not been aerial
bombing since the morning, when the Russian air force
attacked military targets around the city and also hit some
civilian housing areas in outlying towns, including Brovary,
killing dozens of people.
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Interview: The
Committee of
Resistance, Kyiv
CrimethInc.
2022

We conducted an audio interview with a spokesperson
from “The Committee of Resistance,” the newly formed
anarchist coordinating group in Ukraine. They will be fielding public inquiries about what anarchists are doing and
experiencing in Ukraine. We transcribed the interview as
we talked.
“The Committee of Resistance” is a coordination
center connecting anarchists who are participating in
resisting the invasion in a variety of ways. Some are
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involves at the very least hundreds of thousands people, most likely number would be in millions, as most of
the population is supporting the Ukrainian military in one
way or another. Therefore, this is both a fight for survival
and for preservation of basic political liberties we have.
We consider this situation quite similar to that of Spanish anarchists, who fought under operational command of
Spanish Republican army against Franco’s dictatorship,
and who later joined the Free French army to fight against
Nazism. While a lot of people speak of ‘Ukrainian Nazism’,
the far right lost all of their seats in parliament during
the last election and decreased their presence on the
streets, Putin’s regime resembles the fascism more and
more each day.
SoZ: What do you expect from the international solidarity of the left?
Despite of the proclaimed in 2014 ‘sanctions’ and
proclaimed support for Ukraine, NATO countries later
sold enormous amounts of military equipment to Russia,
worth of millions of Euros. Germany was the second
largest supplier of those weapons, with more than 130
million Euros in revenues in 2015-2020. Those weapons
are now used to kill Ukrainians. So much for the ‘NATO
arms Ukraine’ argument. Now, as the full-scale war has
started and the war crimes are committed by the Russian
army on a daily basis, there is no other option to prevent
21

further loss of civilian lives but by a military defeat of
the Russian units operating on Ukrainian territory. So
I would ask from the international community of the
left to support, or at the very least not to block the
shipments of weapons to Ukraine, as well as support
. I understand that this might be hard considering that
the left community had spent decades criticizing NATO
policies. However, the policy of some of the left ‘I would
support anyone as long as they are against the USA and
NATO’ had clearly showed its flaws, resulting in mass
war crimes of so-called ‘anti-American’ dictatorships.
So far, the international community has shown amazing solidarity with the refugees from Ukraine, and we
are grateful for that. I hope that such warm welcome
will be used as an example for all of the future crises.
And such crises will surely come in the nearest future:
Ukraine has exported millions tons of food to the Middle
East and Africa, feeding more than 300 million people
in those regions. The threat of hunger in those regions
is almost imminent. I suppose that we are on the brink
of numerous conflicts around the world with horrifying
consequences, which would echo through all other countries. The international left must prepare for them, both
in theory and practice.
As for now, you can support the refugees or the Operation Solidarity through https://www.nowar.help.

It is a website where you can find the way to do it, either
by donations or by any other means you see preferable.
SoZ: Thank you very much for your willingness to
give us this interview.
Long live international solidarity!
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