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Our Weapon! 

 
 

Repression and Resistance in 
Belarus

In turn, the Lukashenko regime continued to receive support from 
Moscow and developing a dictatorship. The suppression of the 
uprising of 2020 is a logical continuation of the state terror against 
Belarusian society. Protests against Lukashenko took place almost 
every presidential election and were met with a brutal response each 
time. Beatings, torture, and prison sentences for opponents of the 
regime existed before 2020 and even before the 2010 elections. It was 
Russia’s support that allowed the Belarusian regime to continue to 
exist, and the suppression of the 2020 movement opened the door to 
the invasion of Ukraine. Thousands of prisoners and tens of thousands 
of refugees, this sweep ensured the weakness of the anti-invasion 
movement in Belarus. Had Putin invaded Ukraine before 2020, 
resistance in Belarus would have made war from the territory of 
Belarus an extremely risky project.


---  Anarchist Black Cross Belarus, “Statement on the War in Ukraine" 
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Weapon” during the 2020 Anti-Dictatorship Uprising



Solidarity is Our Weapon!

silberfuchs
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Since 24 February 2022, the eyes of the world have been
focused on Ukraine and the ongoing war initiated by Russian
President Vladimir Putin. For many anarchists, this has meant
supporting our comrades engaging in frontline mutual aid
and active defense to protect themselves and their commu-
nities. Their praxis is worthy of our admiration and wherever
necessary—our emulation.

But the Anarchist and Antifascist Territorial Defense Brigade
isn’t composed solely of Ukrainians but also Belarusians,
Russians, and people from the Baltic States and other parts
of Eastern Europe.

Why? Because they understand that the fight for the freedom
of Ukraine’s Anarchists is the same as the fight for their own.
Because solidarity is our weapon. It is our sword and our
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shield against the repression and persecution of the Putin or
Lukashenko regimes and against the daily misery wrought by
western imperial capitalism.

In Belarus itself, our comrades have been at the forefront of
the movement against the Lukashenko dictatorship. And now,
more than ever, imprisoned Belarusian Anarchists need our
solidarity.

The Anarchist Black Cross Belarus is coordinating the pay-
ment of legal fees and sending food packages (prison food is
inedible) to our imprisoned comrades. However, the failure of
their crowdfunding campaign to cover legal expenses means
that they are rapidly running out of options to cover these
costs.

For that reason, we have created the page edist.ro/solidarity
to collect information on how to help support the ABC-Belarus,
Operation Solidarity’s frontline mutual aid for displaced
Ukrainians and our comrades fighting the Russian invasion,
and the ABC-Dresden, which has played a critical role sup-
porting Ukrainian refugees in Germany and in coordinating
supplies to those who need it most in Ukraine.

For their freedom and ours!
— silberfuchs
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No One Will Be Left Alone

Anarchist Black Cross Belarus

2022

Editors Note: Information on supporting anarchists in Be-
larus and Ukraine can be found at edist.ro/solidarity

It’s been almost two years since the 2020 protests in Be-
larus. The anarchist movement, just like the rest of activists
and journalists, has faced the biggest crackdown ever. Many
activists had to leave the country, others got behind bars. ABC-
Belarus continues its activity and needs support more than
ever. At the moment, there are about 30 imprisoned anarchists
and antifascists in Belarus and the number keeps growing.

We are in the middle of a big trial with 10 defendants that
would probably last for the whole summer. Read more about
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for more than 10 days. Now Mikola is fine, although there were
tense moments in the cell.

Not all repressions are listed in the text, but only those
we were informed about and allowed to publish. If you
have any additions or corrections to the text, email be-
larus_abc@riseup.net.
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the case here. Every week just this case alone costs us 3000
euros. Without your help, we won’t be able to provide support
in this trial for long, meaning that the activists will lose their op-
portunity to get legal aid. Other comrades need lawyer’s visits,
food parcels, appeals – all this requires more money than we
are able to gather.

Any donations are more than welcome! Please share
this call with your comrades and groups, organize fundrais-
ing events for us and spread the word about Belarusian
imprisoned anarchists.

At the time of publication of this appeal, more than 2,000
prisoners of the 2020 uprising are in the prisons of the
Lukashenko regime. Among them are at least 30 anarchists
and antifascists who have been subjected to political re-
pression, torture and imprisonment because of their political
activism. Many comrades were forced to leave Belarus to
avoid heavy prison sentences and violence from the regime.

Two years after the start of the protests, the political tri-
als continue. A month ago four anarchists were sentenced to
prison terms of 4.5 to 5 years in the “Pramen case.”1 A few
weeks ago, a trial began in the case of the so-called “interna-
tional criminal organization of anarchists,” which is a product
of the imagination of the political police. In reality, the case
was cooked up for the sole purpose of destroying the anarchist
movement. There are 10 people on the bench, and the trial is
being held behind closed doors.

1 An anarchist collective from Belarus, recognized by the Belarusian
authorities as an extremist formation. The collective’s website is pramen.io
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Several more people are awaiting trial, including Kristina
Cherenkova, Anna Pyshnik and Oleg Avdeyenko.

Over the past year, ABC-Belarus has spent tens of thou-
sands of euros on lawyers, prison parcels and assistance
to prisoners’ families. All this support was made possible
primarily through international solidarity – we received all the
donations from our comrades.

The war in Ukraine affected the amount of support for Be-
larusian prisoners. In the international arena, it has become
a priority to support those who fight against Putin’s regime.
And we believe this is the right thing to do. But the resistance
against Putin’s and Lukashenko’s regime continues, including
in prisons in Belarus. We believe that prisoners should not be
abandoned even in such difficult moments.

Our funds are running out, and we are forced once again to
start a crowdfunding campaign – only with your support we
will be able to continue to help our comrades.

Your money will be used for the following:

• Paying lawyers (at the moment we spend about 3000 eu-
ros a week for lawyers in the international anarchist crim-
inal organization case alone)

• Paying for parcels to prisoners – the food in prisons is
very bad, and without food parcels from the outside the
repressed can’t eat properly.

This is the minimum that will be covered if crowdfunding is
successful. If more money is raised, however, we will be able
to help the families of incarcerated comrades and cover the
additional cost of supporting prisoners in prison.
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under Article 23.34. Later Mikhail was sentenced to 15 days
more.

On 17 November Kirill P., anti-fascist and MTZ fan received
13 days in jail for an action in defense of the Square of Changes
on 15 November.23

On November 22, anarchist Artyom Solovey was detained
during a march against fascism in Minsk. He was sentenced
to 25 days of arrest.

On November 26th the antifascist Denis Zhuk, resident of
Brest, was detained in the framework of the criminal case on
mass riots in August. Denis was charged under part 2 of article
293 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus – partici-
pation in mass riot.

From 12 to 17 November Nikita Yemialianau spent five days
in the punishment cell for “violation of uniform”.

Zenevich Vladislav, anti-fascist from Minsk, was detained
on 30 November under Art 342.1 and arrested for 2 months.
Earlier Vlad was detained at the march on 1 November, badly
beaten, and the next day was fined 300 euro. His apartment
was also searched.

On 13 December the anarchist Gleb V. was detained during
a protest action in Minsk and sentenced to 15 days of admin-
istrative arrest.

On December 16, anarchist Nikita Emelianau was again
thrown into solitary confinement.

At the end of December it became known that the life of
Mikola Dziadok was in danger, his lawyer could not get to him

23 https://t.me/belarus_abc/401
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On November 11 in Beryoza at least 4 searches were con-
ducted in the apartments and homes of anti-fascists and for-
mer football fans of the city. At least two guys were raided.
Everyone was shown search warrants for firearms and explo-
sives. It all started after a house of one of the police officers
was sprayed with graffities. The searches were carried out by
Brest police department.22

On 11 November the anarchist Mikalai Dziadok was de-
tained. He is charged with gross violation of public order
(Art 342) through the administration of Mikola and Pramen
channels. The video after the detention shows that tear gas or
pepper spray were used against him, and already in the office
of the Main Department of Internal Affairs, his jaw was not
moving properly. Later Dziadok reported torture and violence
used to gain access to his computer.

On November 14, the guys detained on October 30 in a
falafel shop were supposed to be released. However, six out
of eight detainees were given additional charges, allegedly for
participation in the October 25 march, and were given another
10–15 days in jail. Vladislav Moshchuk went on hunger-strike
to protest against the repeated detentions.

On 15 November anti-fascist and musician Dima Masal was
detained in Grodna. He may be known to many people by the
pung bands Contra La Contra and Bagna.

On 15 November the anarchists Yauhen Rubashko and
Mikhail Traulko were detained in Minsk. Mikhail was released
from the police station, but Yauhen was given 15 days in jail

22 https://t.me/belarus_abc/386
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Until everyone is free!
— Anarchist Black Cross Belarus

Retrieved on 2022-07-01 from ABC Belarus
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How does one write letters to
prisoners in Belarus so that

they reach them?

Anarchist Black Cross Belarus

2022

Most of our comrades who have sent letters to imprisoned
anarchists and anti-fascists have most likely not received any
response. This is primarily due to the incredible censorship
regime, which in many cases does not allow any correspon-
dence through. This situation is an attempt to create additional
pressure on prisoners and to isolate them from outside po-
litical support. For example, Nikolai Dziadok’s letters are de-
stroyed right in front of his eyes every week by the censors.
Other comrades simply do not get the letters.

For those who send letters this situation is also extremely
demotivating: it is unclear whether the letter has reached the
comrades or not.
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On 29 October anarchist Varvara Grinyuk was detained in
Grodna for a solitary picket in front of university and sentenced
to a fine. The art and design student of the Yanka Kupala State
University of Grodno was expelled on 14 October 2020 for ab-
sences. On the day of her expulsion she went in for surgery, for
which she had been preparing for more than a month.

On the night of October 29–30, anarchists Dzmitry
Dubovski, Ihar Alinevich, Sergey Romanov and Dzmitry
Rezanovich were detained while attempting to cross the Be-
larusian border. They were found with firearms, ammunition,
grenades and gas canisters. All were charged under Article
289.2 (terrorism) and Article 295 (illegal arms trafficking) of
the Criminal Code.

Now they are all kept in the KGB detention center in Minsk.
They are charged with attacks on regime facilities in Salihorsk
and Mozyr.

On 30 October eight people who came to celebrate the re-
lease of Aliaksandr Bialow were detained. During the detention
the pigs used pepper spray cans. The guys were beaten. They
were accused of organizing a mass event in front of the falafel
shop – according to the cops they shouted slogans “Zhyve Be-
larus”, “Go away, “Tribunal” while waiting for the falafel. All re-
ceived 15 days in jail.

On November 1, three anti-fascists were detained near the
Neman department store in Grodna, later they were released.

On November 8, anarchist Denis Moroz was detained in Be-
laaziorsk. He was sentenced to 15 days in jail. Later his mother,
who was also present at the protest, was also sentenced.21

21 www.youtube.com
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cops searched for the clothes in which they could have partic-
ipated in the protests. Three days later they were released on
their own on bail.

On October 16 anarchist Alexander Belov was detained at
work and arrested for 15 days for participation in August 23
march.

On 20 October the antifascist and musician Igor Bancer
was detained, he was charged under article 339.1 for a
performance in front of a cop car.

On October 21 in the afternoon the anarchist Valeria Hotina
was detained in the center of Minsk and sentenced to 15 days
for participation in the August 23 march.

On 23 October the anti-fascist Andrei Marach was again de-
tained at work in Brest. On 26 October he was tried, the case
was sent back for revision, and the activist was released home
to await a new summons. As a result the case was stopped.

On 23 October anarchists Alena Dubovik, Mikhail Traulko,
Yauhen Rubashko, Ilya Senko and Daria M. were detained on
their way back from a rehearsal. Later they were sentenced to
terms of 12 to 15 days. Ilya fell ill with covid in the detention
center.

Anti-Fascist Mikhail Palownikov was detained in Minsk on
27 October and sentenced to a fine on 28 October.

On 29 October at 10 a.m. police officers in civilian clothes
came to the house of anarchist Uladzimir Chaika and took him
to the police station of Baranavichy. There he was questioned
about who conducted “sabotage” on the local railroad and was
offered to work for police. In two hours he was released. Earlier
he served 8 days in jail after his detention on August 9.
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That is why we recommend writing letters through our on-
line form (at abc-belarus.org/?lang=en). You can do it in Rus-
sian or English. After we receive your letters we pass them
through our own channels to the comrades in prison. This way
if you send letters through our form you can be sure that the
prisoners will receive your messages.

We do not have the possibility of feedback between you
and the prisoners, so the correspondence will go one way until
the regime collapses or the censorship is loosened (which is
not expected in the near future). You can, however, continue
to send letter per post parallel to using our form, if that is an
important part of solidarity for you.

We ask that you do not use the form to write simple mes-
sages such as “hang in there” and so on. Take at least 15 min-
utes to write letters to your comrades. You can write anything
you care about, but don’t write things that could cause prob-
lems for you or your imprisoned comrades.

In recent months we have also received letters for prisoners
from the general list of political prisoners. We have no possibil-
ity at this stage to give them letters, and what you have sent, we
have forwarded as far as possible to people who are engaged
in supporting these prisoners.

Retrieved on 2022-07-03 from ABC Belarus
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Belarus: Anarchists in the
Uprising against the

Dictatorship

CrimethInc., Pramen

2020

Editor’s Note: Information on supporting anarchists in Be-
larus and Ukraine can be found at edist.ro/solidarity

Starting on the night of Sunday, August 9, in response to an
election widely deemed to be rigged, a massive protest move-
ment has broken out in Belarus against Aleksandr Lukashenko,
the strongman who has ruled the country for over a quarter
of a century. Police have arrested thousands of people, firing
live rounds and murdering demonstrators. From Sunday to

10

for Combating Organized Crime and was charged with four
episodes. At least two of his trials have already taken place.
He received 15 days in jail twice. He was tried under 23.34
part 3, as he had already been detained under it this year on
August 9, together with Andrei Marach, and they were both
arrested.

On 6 October the police detained Maryna Dubina and sen-
tenced her to 13 days.

On 9 October anti-fascists from Brest Raman Kokhovich
was given 15 days and Lesha Chyvikov 200 euro fine.

On 12 October Masha Shakuro from the group “Boston Tea
Party” and RC “Grazhdanochka” was detained and given 10
days of arrest under Article 23.34.

After someone broke a window in the building of Bara-
novichi prosecutor’s office in the evening of October 12, the
state started a new attack on local activists.

On October 13th , six searches were conducted in the homes
of anarchists and punks, previously convicted for participation
in protests. They confiscated computers, phones, flash drives
and other media. Some people were taken for interrogation, in-
cluding with the use of polygraph. https://t.me/belarus_abc/
310

On 14 October searches were conducted in Baranavichy in
the homes of Yauhen Zhurawski and Pavel Pipko.20

On October 15, Anna and Inna Begal were detained in Brest.
They were charged under Article 293.2 – participation in mass
riots on August 10 in Brest. They were detained at 7 a.m. and
searched in the evening after interrogation, during which the

20 spring96.org
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On 15 September in Grodna anarchist and anti-fascist Igor
Bancer was detained for a performance in front of the court-
house and released a few hours later.

On September 17, anarchist Dmitri Polienko was detained
–18 he received 5 days of arrest. The operation was handled by
“activists” of GUBOPiK.

On September 29 it became known that an amnesty was ap-
plied to activist Dmitri Polienko – he was released from serving
14.5 months of home detention.

On 1 October Pavel Pipko from Baranavichy was arrested
for alleged participation in the rally on 23 September. He was
sentenced to 12 days.

On 2 October two members of the printing cooperative
“Listovka” were detained in Minsk. Yauhen Dyatkouski was
detained in the morning right in the office, and Konstantin
Nesterovich was detained closer to lunch. The two of them
were given 15 days in jail.

On 2 October the anarchist Andrei Chepyuk was detained.
After he was detained his apartment was searched as part of
the mass riot case.19

On October 3, Sviatoslav Baranovich, who served 3 years in
prison for trying to prevent the detention of anarchists at the
demonstration on March 15, 2017, was released. He spent the
last six months in the isolation ward.

Since 4 October, another Brest anti-fascist Roman
Kokhovich has been in the detention center. He was vis-
ited in the detention center by officers of the Main Department

18 abc-belarus.org
19 spring96.org
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Tuesday, Lukashenko’s government apparently shut down the
internet and landline telephones in hopes of dampening the
protests, while claiming that the blackout was the work of
forces outside Belarus. Belarusian opposition candidate Svet-
lana Tikhanouskaya was detained and apparently forced to
read a script declaring that Lukashenko had won the election
and urging people to “obey the law” and stay away from street
protests before fleeing to Lithuania. Despite this, the protests
continue. In a context in which the state has cracked down on
every form of political opposition, anarchists are among the
only organized groups still capable of participating in street
demonstrations. To understand the events that are unfolding,
we interviewed multiple anarchists from Belarus.

This is not the first time we have had cause to correspond
with Belarusian anarchists. In 2017, anarchists in Belarus par-
ticipated at the forefront of a wave of protest against a law
forcing the unemployed to pay a special additional tax to the
government. Although some describe Belarus as the last so-
cialist holdout of the Soviet era, the ruling class there is en-
gaged in the same process of accumulating wealth and sup-
pressing dissent that we see in the United States, the European
Union, China, and elsewhere. We don’t see the protest move-
ment in Belarus as a reaction to a “backward” regime that can
be resolved simply by introducing democracy, but rather as yet
another flashpoint alongside Portland and Belgrade in a world-
wide struggle against the consequences of capitalism and au-
thoritarianism.
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Of necessity, the new wave of protest in Belarus is decen-
tralized and largely leaderless, adhering to anarchist tactics if
not principles. We fear that even in a best-case scenario, this
current horizontality does not guarantee a positive outcome.
Largely horizontal resistance movements have repeatedly
been coopted and channeled into reinventing the same au-
thoritarian state structures—including the movements that
brought about the collapse of the Soviet Union three decades
ago. From our perspective, the most important thing that can
take place in tumultuous moments like this is for people to
develop a more thoroughgoing analysis of the structures of
power and what it will take to bring about real liberation.

“We should not forget that anarchists are against
not only this presidential election, but against
any president in general. The Belarusian people
have long known that power corrupts everyone.
Lukashenko may be replaced by an opposition
politician, who will keep power in the country and
continue repression against his own population.
We must rise up not to get a new president, but
to live without presidents. Decentralization of
power should be a key factor in the transition from
dictatorship to a free society.”

Authoritarian leftists have looked for the machinations of
Western state actors in these events, seeking—like other con-
spiracy theorists—to explain them as the malevolent workings
of a single all-powerful shadowy entity like the CIA. Yet the
uprising in Belarus is not particularly convenient for any of the
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everyone was released, but later they received fines from 10 to
50 euros.

Autumn

On 1 September three anarchists were detained in Minsk:
Sergey Nevdakh, Ilya Senko and Sergey Sasunkevich. Accord-
ing to the comrades, Ilya was severely beaten by the cops. They
were all given 15 days in jail. His story can be read here.17

On 8 September, anarchist Artem Solovyuk was sentenced
to 8 days in jail. He was detained after the Unity March.

On September 10th , Aliaksandr Kozlyanka was tried in Brest.
He was fined 100 euro allegedly for disobedience to a police
officer.

On 11 September, 3 people from the Economic Crimes De-
partment came to the office of the anarchist cooperative “Lis-
tovka”. They conducted an “inspection” without a protocol on
camera. They demanded to show illegal eaflets, but they did
not look at the finished products. One of the pigs said: “Think
with your head, you have a complaint that you have a mountain
of banned leaflets here”.

On 13 September several anarchists were detained during
protests in Minsk. They were walking in the crowd with a ban-
ner “ Tomorrow must not be like today ” and handed out
leaflets. The detainees were later released, one of the girls was
fined.

17 spring96.org
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Another trial over the anarchist Sergey Romanov was held
in Gomel. He was given another 10 days in jail.

August 21, Brest. After almost all administrative prisoners
were released, 28 people remained in the detention center.
Among them were anti-fascists Roman K. and Andrei Marach.
After detention Roman was sentenced to 15 days of arrest,
and Andrei – 12.15

On August 22, anarchists and anti-fascists were detained
after a demonstration in Grodna. The young people were taken
in an unmarked minibus. Administrative reports were drawn up
for them. The detainees: Igor Bancer, Maximilian Krivets, Ar-
tur Kurshakov, Aliaksei Pauk. Banzer got 10 days, the rest – 7
days.16

On August 22, after 7 p.m., two young men, Pavel
Toroshchin and Yauhen Borodzko, were detained near Victory
Square by accomplices of the dictatorial power from the
Central Department of Internal Affairs. They were handing out
leaflets with anarchist content. Pavel Toroshchin was given 3
days, while Yauhen Barodka – 5 days.

On August 24th and 25th in Baranavichy several participants
of the protest action were detained and taken to the police de-
partment. All detainees had reports drawn up for participation
in an unsanctioned event, some of them were told the date and
time of the hearing. The police tried to talk to them and find
out who had invited them to the rally, whether they were paid
money and offered their cooperation. After the conversation

15 abc-belarus.org
16 abc-belarus.org
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geopolitical players involved. Although it gives Putin an op-
portunity to press Lukashenko for more concessions, it could
also destabilize Russia. It interrupts attempts from the United
States to gain more leverage in the region by establishing a
more amicable relationship with Lukashenko. In a time when
state violence, economic crisis, and a catastrophic pandemic
have discredited governments worldwide, it threatens to set a
precedent for mass revolt that could spread. Many commen-
tators have noted that the events in Belarus could serve as
a template for what might happen in the United States if the
2020 elections are contested.

Everywhere around the world, state structures are failing
people and provoking rebellious social movements. Which po-
litical currents become influential in these movements will de-
termine what is possible in the next generation of struggles.
If there are not powerful anarchist currents involved—or if we
immediately write off entire movements on account of the par-
ticipation of some reactionary elements—we will make it in-
evitable that more of the disenfranchised and desperate will be
drawn into ersatz movements organized by nationalists, neolib-
erals, and other authoritarians, with disastrous consequences.
In the Gilets Jaunes movement in France, it was very important
that anarchists got involved and fought to marginalize fascist
and nationalist elements in it that were attempting to popular-
ize their template for resistance against Macron’s centrist gov-
ernment. Likewise, we should channel resources and solidarity
to the anarchist elements in the struggle in Belarus.

Not all revolutionary activity is positive. When fascists
gained the upper hand in the Ukrainian revolution, it was
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important to understand how this took place and to identify
that the victory of the revolution did not represent a step
towards liberation. But the future of the uprising in Belarus is
yet unwritten—it could be suppressed, it could be coopted by
neoliberal democrats or nationalists, or it could become a ref-
erence point for grassroots revolt. What happens next will be
determined on the world stage, as struggles like this play out
across six continents. We call for everyone who is concerned
about the future of humanity to deepen international ties of
solidarity, exchange tactics and resources, and understand
these struggles in a global context.

We interviewed members of the Belarusian anarchist
publishing collective Pramen and, to ensure that we obtained
a well-rounded perspective, we also sought answers from an-
other longtime Belarusian anarchist, who spoke on condition
of anonymity. In the following discussion, they explore the
background of the current crisis, describe how to organize
under a repressive dictatorship, and reflect on the potential
outcomes of the uprising.

Give us a brief overview of the history of the contemporary
anarchist movement in Belarus.

Pramen: As some of you might have heard, the anarchist
movement was destroyed in the Soviet Union. The rebirth
of the movement took place at the end of the Soviet era.

14

On August 8, around 1 p. m., riot police raided the apartment
where Mikola Dziadok and his partner lived. The anarchist him-
self was not in the apartment. They took two computers and a
phone. The search was conducted as part of a criminal case
for Facebook posts.

On August 9, six anarchists were detained in Baranovichi.
They were given 7 to 15 days of arrest, later one more person
was detained on August 10 and released with a fine.

Anarchist Pavel Sadovsky disappeared in Minsk on August
10, as we found out later – he was taken from his work by the
cops. It turned out that he was sentenced to 3 days in jail and
fined.

On August 12, Alexander Frantskevich14 and Akihiro
Gajewski-Khanada were detained in Minsk. They were ac-
cused of organizing mass riots and were placed in pre-trial
detention. At the end of August it became known that the
activists were beaten and tortured while in KGB custody.

On August 12, Ivan Krasovski was detained; later it turned
out that he was badly beaten, he was hospitalized for a long
time and moved in a wheelchair. On September 24 he was de-
tained again and taken to the detention center on charges of
rioting.

On 13 August comrades from Grodno got in touch and re-
ported that during the last days at least 8 members of the an-
tifascist movement had been detained.

14 ABC-Belarus provides critical support to Frantskevich for his re-
peated attempts to influence other members of the anarchist movement
in Belarus and Ukraine through violence, as well as for deceiving his com-
rades, including on collective financial issues.
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He was sentenced to 5 days in jail for allegedly obstructing
the elections as a public observer. Sasha was not released on
time, but was kept for two more days without trial and only
released on August 14. After his release he was summoned
to court on August 28th, where he had to “ratify” the additional
day he had served. When he went to court on the summons, it
turned out that the court had not received the case.12

Dmitri Kozlyanka filed a complaint with the Investigative
Committee with a request to institute criminal proceedings for
assault on a police officer. They also tried to plant drugs on
him, but unsuccessfully.13 Only in early December it became
known that the criminal case against Dima was refused.

We have also received information about the increased
interest in the whereabouts of several activists from
Baranavichy.

The cops in Gomel called the parents of anarchist Sergei
Romanov and tried to summon all three of them for a conver-
sation, but they refused to talk to them without a summons.
At 10.15 p.m. on August 6, a subpoena was delivered to
Ramanov personally by one of the officers. He was notified
by summons at 7:00 a.m. on August 7 for proceedings in an
administrative case. On 7 August at 6.40 a.m. the policemen
themselves picked him up from the house and brought him to
the police department, where they drew up two reports, one
for failure to appear on summons and the other for violation
of Article 23.4 (resistance to a policeman). On 8 August he
was sentenced to five days of administrative arrest.

12 abc-belarus.org
13 abc-belarus.org
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In the 1990s, anarchists played important roles in certain
grassroots movements around ecology, labor struggles, and
other issues. Since then, anarchists have organized in Belarus
with various ups and downs. There are at least five organized
anarchist collectives—the Anarchist Black Cross, Pramen,
Food Not Bombs, Volnaya Dumka library, and the Really Free
Market initiative. All of them handle different tasks within the
movement—from anti-repression work and to organizing ac-
tions on the streets. Apart from these organized groups, there
are several widely known blogs that support the anarchist
movement. In addition, a small group of activists organized a
printing cooperative that has existed for three years now.

There has been a lot of disappointment since 2017. At
that time, expectations were high as momentum against
Lukashenko was growing. But then the uprising was smashed
and everybody went to normality. A lot of people who served
time in jail came out broken; for many anarchists, normality
wasn’t possible, as raids, detention, and psychological pres-
sure continued. Some active people had to leave the country
due to problems with the state apparatus.

However, despite the disappointment and these hard blows,
anarchists continued organizing. The movement is not mas-
sive at all—around the country, there might be more or less
100 organized anarchists. Add a couple hundred more people
who are sympathizers and that’s it—out of a country of 10 mil-
lion people. However, the events of 2017 also struck a blow to
organized liberal and nationalist groups; they were not strong
before it and afterwards, most opposition parties ceased all
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street activity. Since 2017, anarchists are most probably the
only active force still agitating on the streets.

In our collective, we were doing media and agitation work.
Some other groups were organizing public events with an anti-
capitalist and anti-authoritarian direction.

It is also important to mention that in terms of class, the Be-
larusian anarchist movement doesn’t include many students.
It is mostly composed of different parts of the working class.

How have anarchists continued organizing in Belarus de-
spite repression? Do you have any advice for anarchists in
other parts of the world who have not experienced the same
sort of repression yet—but may experience it in the coming
years?

Pramen:Anarchists in Belarus have used a lot of interesting
tactics over the last few years. First of all, most of the radical
collectives went completely underground. Nobody is allowed
to know who is part of our collective, for example. The same
rule exists in other groups. We organize certain common ac-
tions together—the protests right now, for example—but every-
body is participating on the streets as individuals or affinity
groups, not in an organizational structure. This makes inter-
group cooperation complicated, but it protects us from ending
up in a situation in which a snitch in one group knows the in-
frastructure of the whole movement.

Anarchist street actions have a time limit—the maximum
amount of time we have before the police come is usually
around 10–15 minutes.

Working underground makes it difficult to integrate new
people into the movement. That’s why some of the groups
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On July 27, he was detained at the police department, where
he went for regular check-ups ordered by the rules of home
detention, and was sent to serve another 15 days.10

Also in early July political prisoner Nikita Emelianov contin-
ued to be pressured in prison: several times he was placed in
the solitary confinement cell. Classical violations – violation of
uniforms (when it was hot), dust on the bars.

On July 25, an anarchist activist Dmitry Polienko was re-
leased after 15 days of arrest. Earlier it was reported that the
activist was given two more 15-day sentences, and that in total
he would have to serve 45 days of arrest and be released no
earlier than August 23.

On August 6 preventive detentions of anarchists began –
11 anarchist activists Nikita Selivonik and Vladislav Abazovik
were detained at work. Men in civilian clothes were present
outside the third activist’s house, a minibus was parked in the
yard, and calls were received on the phone from the local po-
lice department to come and sign the unknown explanations.
On August 8, anarchists Vladislav Abazovik and Mikita Seliv-
onik received 15 and 10 days of arrest, respectively.

It was also reported that the police came to the place of
residence of anti-fascist Vadzim Boiko, who was released in
April.

In Brest near evening Alexander and Dzmitry Kozliańko
were detained. The police called them in plain clothes and
took away the brothers without explaining anything to their
mother. Later, Dzmitry was released, but Alexander was not.

10 abc-belarus.org
11 abc-belarus.org
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for the tag “The cops are scum” on the wall of the dormitory,
which had appeared on February 3. The result – Mikola is free
and the case materials were returned to the police department.
Dziadok could not physically make the tags in Minsk, as on
February 3 he was crossing the border at Terespol-Brest.6

At the beginning of May Vadzim Boiko, a member of the
anti-fascist movement, sentenced to 4 years in prison in the
famous “anti-fascist case”, was released.7

On May 7, anarchist Nikita Emelianov was sent to a cell-
type prison for a month for violating the regime, and on May 29,
Nikita was transferred to a prison regime in Mogilev prison.8

Summer

At the beginning of July anarchist Dmitriy Polienko was
prosecuted for insulting a policeman. The case was later re-
qualified as an administrative one. Earlier he was sentenced to
15 days in jail under Article 23.34 of the Administrative Code
(calling for the organization or holding of an unsanctioned
event) for posting a photo with a pot: banging pots at certain
times is a form of solidarity with political prisoners. Polienko
was taken from the courtroom under escort, his house was
searched.9

6 abc-belarus.org
7 abc-belarus.org
8 abc-belarus.org
9 telegra.ph
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function as entrance points for the anarchists—for example,
everybody can attend a punk concert and, through that, get
to know the ways to enter the organized anarchist movement
one step at a time.

However, it is also important to mention that certain people
came out of the underground to function as public figures.
They give interviews, talk to the media, and make youtube
videos on different topics. They do experience troubles with
the police from time to time, but it seems that there are
certain things you can still express. Calling for revolution
might be problematic, but calling for direct democracy and
decentralization of power seems to be fine.

The longstanding existence of the Anarchist Black Cross in
Belarus underscored an important point: you can rely on your
comrades not only when you are doing direct actions or partic-
ipating in protests, but also when you end up behind bars. This
is an important psychological factor that makes the movement
strong.

Of course, those who join the anarchists are aware of the
possibility of repression from the first day. So they are not just
your average students who decided to get involved in politics
when they happen to have enough time. Participants are aware
that they can go to prison even for small things. And you orga-
nize your life accordingly:

• You learn how to keep your flat clean, so that nothing in
it can be used against you.

• You teach and learn security culture—both physical and
virtual.
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• You get to know your comrades in difficult situations and
this creates bonds stronger than steel.

What is the composition of themovement around the August
elections in Belarus? What are the political aspirations of the
participants? What is the balance of power between them?

Pramen: This election round is a shitshow. Many opposi-
tion politicians actually opposed the main plan for the protests.
They were calling on people to stay at home and wait for a
better time to rise. Many from the older generations were in-
structed to stay at home and not follow any provocations.

On the other side, the vacuum that was created by this
political decision filled up with bloggers, smaller groups, and
Telegram channels. Consequently, agency shifted from politi-
cal parties to the people. This summer, the movement against
Lukashenko became so massive that anarchists represented
just a tiny part of all the things that were going on.

And what was going on was not connected with clear polit-
ical demands. There were no political or economic platforms
built around the elections calling for privatization or national-
ization or anything else of the sort. Instead, people were or-
ganizing against the dictatorship—to bring it down. It is this
simple. And this simple push drew a lot of people to it. Today
frustration with Lukashenko is greater than ever. Currently, no
political groups, organizations, or parties have been able to ride
to popularity on this protest.

So for now, the popular uprising against Lukashenko can
still go in any direction depending on who is present on the
streets.
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On February 21 the blogger Andrey Voynich was fined 450
euro for the extremist slogan in the house3 caught on the video.
Voynich believes his prosecution was caused by the fact that
he is an activist of “European Belarus,” as the tag was there for
years and no one was interested in it.

On February 23, 2020, anarchist Sergei Romanau received
his third preventive supervision violation for being in a cafe that
sells alcohol. As a reminder, Romanov was released in July
2019, the court ordered him to impose preventive supervision
restrictions, such as a ban on leaving town and changing his
residence, a ban on visiting bars, restaurants, stores and other
places where alcohol is sold in glasses, a ban on leaving his
residence between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. without a good reason,
a duty to report to the police station once a week. Sergei was
sure that he would soon be charged under Article 421 of the
Criminal Code (Failure to comply with the requirements of pre-
ventive supervision), for which he could be arrested or sent to
a colony for up to a year. Then they didn’t start the case,4 but
did start it on June 1, detaining the anarchist on his way out of
the house.5

Spring

Anarchist and blogger Mikola Dziadok was detained on
March 19. A report under Article 17.1 of the Administrative
Code was drawn up with regard to the anarchist, allegedly

3 (abc-belarus.org)
4 abc-belarus.org
5 abc-belarus.org
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Overview of repressions
against anarchists and
anti-fascists in Belarus in 2020

Winter

Winter started with the termination of criminal prosecution
against anarchist G.A.1 under article 341 of the Criminal Code
(desecration of buildings and damage to property), who had
been previously suspected of drawing a tag against the Euro-
pean Games, which were held in Belarus from June 21 to 30
2019).

On February 12th, in Savetski district court the sentence in
the case of Ivan Komar and Mikita Yemelianau, who were ac-
cused of throwing paint bulbs at Minsk court and an attack
with a Molotov cocktail on SIZO-1 in Minsk, was pronounced.

Both were given the same sentence of seven years in prison.
However, during the revision of the case the sentences were
reduced: Nikita Yemelyanov – to 4 years in jail, Ivan Komar –
to 3.5 years in jail.2

1 abc-belarus.org
2 abc-belarus.org
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At the same time, it is worth mentioning that there are calls
for direct democracy on some major media platforms. At least
some people in Belarus do understand that Lukashenko is a
dictator, but dictatorship is a complicated machine. If we just
pass this machine into the hands of another president, the sce-
nario may simply repeat itself.

Anonymous: The political life of Belarus has been devas-
tated by the years of authoritarian power. The existing parties
only exist for the sake of existing—people hardly know them
and don’t trust them.

Hence the classic joke: if you ever feel useless, just remem-
ber that there’s a Prime Minister in Belarus. Political parties
don’t play any role here. Regular political models of decision-
making don’t work.

Probably one of the things that united people and helped
them to create a powerful movement is the almost apolitical
character of this struggle during the elections. People saw
something different than usual buffoonery. Tikhonovskaya,
the main rival of Lukashenko in this election, appeared from
nowhere as a housewife who took over running after her
imprisoned husband and whose only political program was
to organize fair elections half a year after she becomes
president. After 26 years of surviving in a “social state,” people
don’t believe in socialism. After the long Soviet history and
continuing pro-communist rhetoric on the TV and in daily life,
people are skeptical about communism. What people want is
to put an end to the years of oppression—both ideological and
economic, but economic first of all. They are not politically en-
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gaged at all. There are some political actors in the background
of these events, but they are nearly invisible.

Unfortunately, we can say almost the same thing about
anarchists—due to the small number of anarchists and the
focus on the inside of the movement, anarchists can’t really
take over and lead this protest. Though by no means do I want
to underestimate the anarchist contribution—despite small
numbers, anarchists have managed to influence the protests
by bringing new approaches and techniques.

We have heard that, at least according to a reporter from
Belsat TV, anarchists played an important role in the August 9
protests in Minsk. Is this true?

Pramen: Anarchists are playing quite an important role in
this protests. We see organized affinity groups building barri-
cades, trying to get bigger groups of people to move around
the city and fight the police where it is necessary.

But even that is overshadowed by the creativity that the pop-
ulation is showing on the streets. What we call affinity groups
in anarchist movement is something that exists naturally in
society—friends go together to the protest and quite often they
talk about what they should do beforehand. So you can see a
lot of young people not affiliated with any political currents on
the barricades fighting the cops.

As for the strategy… The main goal is very simple—to bring
down the dictator. By participating in the protests, to spread
the ideas of horizontal organizing and decentralization. Even
during the clashes, people are still spreading the leaflets to
protesters at the back of the crowd. There is a belief that if
people manage to bring down Lukashenko without politicians
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This does not mean that you have to join the territorial de-
fense here and now and take up arms. There are many tasks
that are important to the existence of the resistance. Join this
struggle – there can be no neutral position in this situation.
The fight against Lukashenko’s dictatorship is directly related
to the destruction of the Putin regime.

Our struggle is not a battle for the borders of this or that
state. We do not want new presidents who would be able to
solve all problems. We want a world where people decide how
to live and how to rebuild their country, and where social and
economic systems are built so that there can be no more oli-
garchs or new dictators.

For a world without wars, state and capitalism!
—Pramen

Published 2022-04-06 on Pramen.io
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We and the War

Pramen

2022

Over the past month you have seen that our team publishes
information extremely rarely, and on the site itself news almost
does not appear. This is due directly to the events taking place
in Ukraine. Some of our comrades are involved in one form or
another in the fight against the Russian invasion, and the focus
of our collective has shifted to just that. Not on the publication
of articles and political perspectives, but on the practical use of
our skills against the “Russian world”. The very Russian world,
which the Belarussian dictatorship is a representative of.

We fight not for the Ukrainian state, corrupt politicians or big
business. Our struggle is primarily aimed at the protection of
the people from the atrocities of the Russian dictatorship. And
we believe that right now every anarchist from Belarus, Ukraine
or Russia should make every possible effort to fight Putin’s fas-
cism, which is marching all over the planet under the symbols
Z and V.
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and big leaders, that will deal a powerful blow to authoritarian
tendencies in the country. It will also give a huge boost to self-
organization and solidarity in this society.

Everybody understands that this revolution is not going to
be a libertarian one. We are not going to be able to bring the
state down. However, as anarchists, we can try to push our
ideas as hard as possible to come out on the other side with
more momentum towards freedom.

What are the different scenarios for how this showdown be-
tween Lukashenko and the protesters could turn out?

Pramen: We hope only for one scenario—that Lukashenko
is done. Depending on the level of violence, he could be killed,
or people might just shave his mustache off. Or he might flee—
this happened to most of his friends from East Block who were
overthrown. This is the scenario that we all fighting for.

There is another scenario: Lukashenko stays. In that case,
there will be massive repression after the protests subside.
Hundreds of people will be prosecuted and sentenced to many
years in prison. The list of political prisoners will grow very
quickly. Anarchists will be on it for sure.

Repression will destroy any political life in the country.
Anything that can pose a threat to the government will be
destroyed. It’s not clear if the anarchist movement will survive
this repression, as most of the groups are actually completely
in it.

The collapse of the movement will send Belarusian society
into decline. Many people will flee the country for sure. In the
absence of political and social pressure, the economic crisis
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will drop people’s income and create more challenges for the
working population.

But we don’t want to think about the worst-case scenario,
because we are fighting for the best-case scenario—and we all
know that there is no way back.

How will the departure of Tikhanouskaya affect the move-
ment?

Anonymous: People are mostly struggling for themselves,
for their freedom and life. Some people still regard her as a
president in exile. Some never really cared. What everyone
cares most about at the moment is the fate of those who are
imprisoned and the responsibility for carrying on the struggle
for those who sacrificed their life or health. So everything
depends on the spirit of people, I believe—on whether they are
ready to keep the struggle going despite all the violence and
cruelty they are experiencing now.

We have seen that Russia has not wholeheartedly supported
Lukashenko in this situation. How do you see Putin’s strategy
here? What would be the implications for Russia and elsewhere
in the region if protesters force Lukashenko out of power?

Pramen: It is not clear what is happening in Putin’s head. It
might be that he is just waiting for Lukashenko to weaken in
order to strike a deal that would reduce Belarus to some kind
of vassal state. At the same time, Putin is really disappointed
with what is happening in Ukraine and Syria—the plans of his
political analysts are not working out as he expected. At the
end of the day, nothing prevents him from marching the Rus-
sian army into Belarus and proclaiming that it is part of Russia.
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lose everything we have tried to build over the past 30 years.
That is why armed resistance by anarchists against Putin is a
revolutionary necessity that we call upon all comrades. Right
now, we see the most effective anti-war activity to be joining
armed anarchist units in Ukraine, supporting anti-war and an-
archist activities in Russia and Belarus as much as possible,
and criticizing the nationalist and imperialist sentiments that
divide the people living in the region. The fall of Putin and the
defeat of the Russian army will lead to the liberation not only
of Belarus, but also of dozens of other peoples who have been
imprisoned there.

Meanwhile, our resistance to the “Russian world” continues
in the form of support for our imprisoned comrades. Unfortu-
nately, we have received almost no monetary donations in re-
cent months, while the costs of trials and trips to the colonies
continue to rise. That is why we are now running a fundraising
campaign on the firefund platform. We need 25,000 euros to
cover our debts and court costs. You can drop off donations
on the fundraising page – firefund.net/abcbelarus.

Retrieved on 2022-06-10 from abc-belarus.org
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their own political projects to control the workers under the
cover of this war, and the struggle in this direction will be
difficult. But this fight will be impossible if Putin wins and the
level of violence of the Russian empire spreads throughout
Ukraine.

We consider a temporary truce between the anarchists
and leftists on one side and the Ukrainian state on the other
as forced and inevitable in the conditions of the modern
European war. But this does not mean that we forget our rev-
olutionary aims and advocate the strengthening of the state.
The participation of anarchists in military structures should
in no way become the formation of a new state patriotism.
The alliance with the Ukrainian authorities was and remains
temporary as long as the Russian state continues to shoot
at everyone. During this period of collective resistance to
Moscow, strengthening the anarchist movement in Ukraine
becomes the key to its survival in case it defeats Putin. And
this strengthening is only possible through international
support. The rise of the ultra-right can only be countered by
the rise of the anarchist revolutionary movement. Not the one
that calls for peace by all means, but the one that is ready to
take up rifles for self-defense.

A Russian victory in this war would be a complete disaster
not only for Ukraine, but for all of Eastern Europe. The Russian
world, like the plague, will continue to spread across the conti-
nent in an attempt to build a new Empire. In such an environ-
ment, it is difficult to imagine the success of a new uprising in
Belarus, Kazakhstan, or other countries under Moscow’s con-
trol. We Belarussian anarchists, who find ourselves in exile, will
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Putin has been playing with Lukashenko for a long time with
the goal of integrating Belarus back into the Russian state. This
never worked out, so it might be that there is a political deci-
sion not to support Lukashenko, to try to navigate the events
in a clever way. Right now, if Putin supports Lukashenko with
everything he has and Lukashenko still loses, Belarusian soci-
ety will turn completely against Moscow. So for Putin, it might
be a good tactic to maintain distance until things are clearer.

Anonymous: Putin was one of the first to congratulate
Lukashenko on his victory and to affirm the results of the
elections. In his message, he called for them to strengthen
the collaboration between the two countries. Lukashenko’s
position is very weak at the moment. With the brutality he
used during the elections, he lost any support and diplomatic
leverage with the European Union. Now he needs the support
of his big eastern brother. This is a very favorable situation
for Russia. Without further expense, Russia can spread its
influence over Belarus. It seems possible that Putin will do
everything possible to keep Lukashenko in power including
sending military forces to put down the protests.

At the same time, if the protests force Lukashenko out of
power, there are too many factors to take into considerations
to make any forecasts. The scenario varies from military inter-
vention and invasion to Russia acknowledging the new situa-
tion in Belarus without intervening.

Is there anything you would like to say to self-proclaimed
“anti-imperialists” in the West who support Lukashenko?

Pramen: Well… there could be a long answer. For example,
we could explain that Lukashenko is part of the imperialist Rus-
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sian project in this region. He is supported by Moscow for his
loyalty to the Kremlin—and there is nothing “anti-imperialist” in
a president who is in power by the will of the empire that holds
power in the region. I believe the sort of critics you are describ-
ing also love the social benefits that the state allegedly offers
in Belarus. However, if you do your research, you will discover
that Lukashenko is actually the one who has been destroying
social programs in this country for years while preventing peo-
ple from engaging in any sort of self-organization. We could go
on explaining things for hours and hours.

But you know what? Authoritarian leftists don’t hear ar-
guments. They are believers. They believe in their “truth”
the same way some people believe in a religion. No matter
how many good points you can bring, they will maintain their
original position.

So we can shift to the short answer: “Go fuck yourself.” But
you can still read more constructive things on our website :)

Anonymous: If Lukashenko had the chance, he would build
his own empire. If you could understand his speeches, you
would realize that he suffers from delusions of grandeur—or
“suffers” is probably the wrong word, because he enjoys them.
There’s nothing anti-imperialist in this political figure in any
possible way.

We have seen some “anti-imperialists” alleging that the
movement in Belarus is comprised of fascists. There are
allegations that the flag many demonstrators are waving is
associated with the Nazi occupation of Belarus, for example.

Anonymous: The first documented usage of the white-red-
white (WRW) flag goes back to the fourteenth century. It’s
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to take those freedoms. The right to rebel against despots is
the basis for the formation of a free society. We are not radical
pacifists advocating the preservation of peace by any means
necessary. We see calls to stop resisting the Russian invasion
as a simple misunderstanding of the rather obvious: even if
we capitulate, the Kremlin’s violence will not stop. We are anti-
militarists who believe that all states need disarmament (in-
cluding the elimination of nuclear weapons) to preserve peace
in the long term. But surrendering at the mercy of the aggres-
sor is not our choice.

The situation in Ukraine is quite complicated, but the right
to protection from state violence remains for everyone. In the
case of war, we see that the violence comes primarily from the
Russian state. The example of Mariupol shows that Putin’s mil-
itary is ready to destroy entire cities to achieve its own goals
by raping, killing, and kidnapping people. The Ukrainian state re-
mains a state and a barrier to freeing people from power, but
no Ukrainian politician would allow himself the level of state vi-
olence that the Putin regime allows. We would like to point out
that the Kremlin’s atrocities in Ukraine are only a continuation
of its policy of suppressing freedoms within Russia itself. Tor-
ture, murder, and kidnapping are a daily occurrence for peoples
under Putin’s control. We can speak of political and social per-
secution throughout Russia as well as of dictatorial regimes
across the planet supported by the Kremlin.

And in resisting the violence of Russian authoritarianism,
the Ukrainian people have found a temporary ally in the
Ukrainian state, which has its own goals in this war. We can al-
ready see that Ukrainian politicians are trying to push through
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and were met with a brutal response each time. Beatings,
torture, and prison sentences for opponents of the regime
existed before 2020 and even before the 2010 elections. It
was Russia’s support that allowed the Belarussian regime to
continue to exist, and the suppression of the 2020 movement
opened the door to the invasion of Ukraine. Thousands of
prisoners and tens of thousands of refugees, this sweep
ensured the weakness of the anti-invasion movement in
Belarus. Had Putin invaded Ukraine before 2020, resistance in
Belarus would have made war from the territory of Belarus an
extremely risky project.

Putin’s stated reasons for invasion are secondary. It doesn’t
matter how many times he repeats the story about NATO or
chemical weapons in Ukraine (a kind of postmodern irony:
Bush and Blair were allowed to lie so shamelessly, why can’t
we?) The de facto full-scale invasion of Ukraine today is a
continuation of Moscow’s attempt to crush the 2014 popular
uprising and drag the country into the so-called “Russian
world”: a far-right project involving the permanent growth of
the Russian Empire.

In this context, the question arises: how can anarchists re-
spond to this kind of aggression? Let us begin with a rather sim-
ple point. As anarchists, we believe that everyone has the right
to defend personal freedom, the very freedom that continues
in the freedom of another person. We see the need for a col-
lective defense against the constant encroachment on those
small freedoms we seek through constant struggle. If the state
comes with a rifle to take our freedoms, we believe that every-
one has the right to take a rifle and rebel against the state trying
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used nowadays as a symbol of Belarusian self-determination
in opposition to the modern state flag and in opposition to
Lukashenko’s Belarus, since Lukashenko was the one who
ordered the creation of what is currently the official flag of
Belarus.

I understand where the argument associating the flag with
Nazis comes from. There was a very complicated situation
during the occupation of Belarus by German fascists in the
Second World War. Belarus was strongly oppressed by the
Soviet government at that time, which was trying to destroy
the Belarusian national identity. For example, in 1933, the
Soviet government imposed a brutal and unjustified reform on
the Belarusian language, in which the alphabet was changed
from Latin (an alphabet very similar to the Polish language)
into Cyrillic. A lot of people experienced repression. In these
conditions, when the German army was approaching and the
Soviet government evacuated in a panic, some people tried
to created a so-called Belarusian Central Council. They were
collaborationists, though their motives were not to support
and welcome the German Nazis but to seize a chance to
create a national sovereign entity. The council existed for less
than two years. People who use the WRW flag today are often
not even aware of these historical events. The WRW flag is
a national flag that has been used throughout history during
various times of oppression by many revolutionaries and has
nothing to do with the German Nazis in the mind of Belarusian
people.

I would draw a parallel with Kurdistan. There’s the state flag
of Syria and the Syrian regime—and there’s the flag of Kurdis-
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tan. In the same way, we have the statist flag of Lukashenko—
which has only been used only during his presidency, so peo-
ple avoid using it, especially in this struggle where everything
is about deposing him—and the national and historical flag,
which is white-red-white.

For sure, there are people in the demonstrations with a wide
range of different political views. Most of them don’t define
themselves politically at all. When miners go on strike because
they don’t agree with the corrupt state government and the ex-
ploitation that their bosses are engaged in, do we try to deter-
mine their exact political identity as communists, anarchists,
or liberals? Trying to define this huge crowd of hundreds of
thousands of people who have suffered through humiliation,
exploitation, and oppression for the last quarter of a century
seems ridiculous to me. For me, there’s one obvious fascist:
Lukashenko.

What can anarchists in other parts of the world do to support
comrades in Belarus? Are there concrete structures to support
those facing repression now? Are there pressure points that in-
ternational solidarity could focus on?

Pramen: Do solidarity actions. A lot of solidarity actions.
Send us pictures of your solidarity actions. Support from out-
side inspires not only anarchist hearts but the hearts of every-
one on the streets. People are seeing that they are not alone.
After reading this text, just go paint a really simple banner, get
your mates together, and take a picture. This will take couple
of hours tops.

If you have more time and energy—be creative. Belarus is a
capitalist state. There are a lot of embassies and other points
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After the collapse of the USSR many people hoped that the
sharp impoverishment of a large part of the population would
be compensated to some extent by civil liberties. In Belarus,
this period ended rather quickly with Lukashenko’s accession
and the gradual creation of a dictatorship. In Russia, hopes for
liberalism were still floating in the air for a long time, despite
the constant calls to restore the imperialist project – the war in
Chechnya was one of the first examples of Moscow’s “elites”
brutality against “peripheral” peoples.

Building the Belarusian dictatorship was impossible with-
out the support of the Kremlin. And it was happening even be-
fore Putin came to power. Unscrupulous dictatorship in the Be-
larusan republic did not bother Yeltsin at all. Russia tried to
influence not only Belarus, but also other countries of the for-
mer Soviet Union through its politicians and economic pres-
sure. And if in Kazakhstan, for example, the project of support
for Nazarbayev resulted in loyalty to Moscow, the 2004 elec-
tions in Ukraine and the subsequent protests with the “Orange
Revolution” greatly limited the political influence of the already
Putin’s government on the country. Ten years later, the popu-
lar uprising on Maidan showed that Ukrainians would not toler-
ate authoritarianism in their country. Their willingness to resist
state violence was one of the reasons for their continued fight
against the Russian occupation.

In turn, the Lukashenko regime continued to receive
support from Moscow and developing a dictatorship. The
suppression of the uprising of 2020 is a logical continuation
of the state terror against Belarusian society. Protests against
Lukashenko took place almost every presidential election
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Statement of the ABC Belarus
on the war in Ukraine

Anarchist Black Cross Belarus

2022-06-10

Editors Note: Information on supporting anarchists in Be-
larus and Ukraine can be found at edist.ro/solidarity

A full-scale war in Ukraine has been going on for over three
months now. The anarchist movement has responded to the
Russian invasion in different ways during these three months
– some have begun unconditionally supporting their comrades
in Ukraine, while others continue to repeat the story of NATO
aggression in the region. We also felt it necessary to make a
statement about our view of events.
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that represent the Belarusian state. In 2010 in Russia, some
daring anarchists occupied the Belarusian embassy. This can
be one of the ideas on the table. Be creative—and through your
creativity, we will know that you are honest in your solidarity!

And if you are tech savvy, start helping us out with prob-
lems with internet. In Belarus these days, people with money
can access the internet way more easily than grassroots ac-
tivists. Free VPN and other solutions are not working and we
need a lot of help with this as lack of internet prevents a lot of
organizational efforts.

Anonymous: Though hardly realistic, the best support
would be to come and to support by directly participating in
the protests. We need courageous and decisive people at our
side. Another way is by sharing experience and ideas with our
protesters—we need your imagination and creativity!

We also need informational support—many people don’t
know much about Belarus and the real situation here. The
reality, mentality, and way of thinking are different in the
post-Soviet context that shapes the struggle here. Very often,
people fail to understand the differences between political life
here and in the West.

Last but not the least, you could organize mass protests in
your own countries. We are all connected. What we need above
all at any moment in time is the world struggle.

You can also support us through the Belarusian Anarchist
Black Cross.

Retrieved on 2020-08-13 from CrimethInc.
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Blood on Your Hands
Regarding information about torture of Anarchist

partisans

Pramen

2021

Today the sister of anarchist Dmitry Dubovsky published
a short story after visiting the activist in the prison. The story
is about the torture of the partizans in the first days after
the detention: the pigs cut the skin off Igor Olynevich’s feet,
Dubovsky was strangled with a plastic bag and hung up in a
so called “swallow”. Previously, it was already reported that
Sergei Romanov cut open his veins because of beatings by
border guards.

We are well aware that anarchist activists have repeatedly
faced beatings by the punitive authorities. But since August
2020, the cops no longer have any brakes at all. This blatant
sadism existed in the so-called “law enforcement” agencies
even before the protests began. A person does not turn into an
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animal overnight. Many tortures and beatings before the “polit-
icals” were tried on ordinary prisoners.

The story of the anarcho-partisans is just a drop of what is
now happening in the country. There are thousands of people
sitting behind bars who have no voice at all and we have no
doubt that they are being beaten and tortured on an ongoing
basis. Even after they are sentenced. The Belarusian dictator-
ship has evolved from an authoritarian regime into a sect of
sadists, ready to shed blood not just to keep power, but to en-
joy the process itself. If you have any doubts about the people
working in the Ministry of Internal Affairs/KGB system, then
think of all those who are now fighting in prisons for your and
our freedom.

We will never forget every drop of blood spilled in the fight
against the regime. For every groan and cry, not only the offi-
cers, but every asshole who carried out the sentence will pay.
You may have won in 2020, but the war against the dictatorship
continues!

Until everyone is free!

Published on 2021-12-28 on Pramen.io
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